INTRODUCTION
Nine genera of Rhizocephala are herein noted from New Zealand waters, six of these are new records for the region.
Rhizocephalans are common parasites of malacostracan crustaceans, famous for the "parasitic castration" of their hosts (Høeg, 1995) . In North America, Europe, and Australia the rhizocephalans Sacculina carcini Thompson, 1836 and Sacculina nectocarcini Gurney, Rybakov, Høeg & Kuris, 2006 have been investigated for their potential as biological control agents for the highly invasive European shore crab, Carcinus maenas (Linnaeus, 1758) (e.g., Thresher et al., 2000; Goddard et al., 2005; Gurney, 2005) and as models for studying the encounter / compatibility paradigm of host specificity (Gurney, 2005; Kuris et al., 2007) . Peltogasterella gracilis (Boschma, 1970) , a parasite of the hermit crab, Pagurus pectinatus (Stimpson, 1858) from the Sea of Japan, has been studied regarding its response to different combinations of seawater and salinity (Kashenko & Korn, 2002) .
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